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Tour Summary 
 

Our tour through the Hawaiian Islands was immensely successful, and best of all very enjoyable: full of 

endangered endemics, stunning landscapes, excellent weather, and delicious food. Our journey, west to 

east through three major islands, took us from Kauai to the Big Island by way of Oahu. Due to each 

island’s differing geologic age, all offered different landscapes and endemic bird species. We managed 

to track down all accessible endemic species, most notably the endangered Akiapolaau, Hawaii Creeper, 

Hawaii Akepa, and Oahu Elepaio. In addition, we did exceptionally well with several rare to uncommon 

non-native species that are now countable on 

the ABA list, with the best sightings including 

Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush on 

Kauai, Mariana Swiftlet and Yellow-faced 

Grassquit on Oahu, and Chestnut-bellied 

Sandgrouse on the Big Island. Sea watching 

and two pelagic trips allowed us to add many 

species of seabirds, including Red-tailed and 

White-tailed Tropicbirds, Red-footed, 

Masked, and Brown Boobies, Wedge-tailed 

and Sooty Shearwaters, Black and Brown 

Noddies, plus uncommon Black-winged, 

Hawaiian, and Juan Fernandez Petrels 

rounded out the trip nicely. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tour in Detail 
 

After everyone had arrived at the hotel in Lihue on Kauai, we enjoyed a delicious welcome dinner at a 

local restaurant. Here, we had the opportunity to get acquainted and discussed the plans for the following 

days. 

 

Our first full day on Kauai began with an 

early breakfast in the hotel garden, and we 

could not escape seeing some of the first birds 

for the tour, all of them non-native species 

that have been introduced to the islands 

during the past 150 years. Although these 

exotic species do not belong here, many are 

well established and are now part of the 

Hawaiian avifauna, with the majority 

countable on the ABA list. While enjoying 

cups of coffee, we noted Japanese White-

eyes flitting through the bushes (one of the 

most abundant non-native species), a White-

rumped Shama perched on a gate, and 

Common Mynas called.  

 

We then boarded two spacious vans and drove to the north side of the island for our first official birding 

location, the productive Hanalei National Wildlife Refuge. Here, traditional wet taro cultivation provides 

ideal habitat for endemic and migratory waterbirds, and roadside birding proved very enjoyable. It took 

Hawaii Akepa by Stephan Lorenz 

Hawaiian Coot by Stephan Lorenz 
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only a few minutes before we had excellent scope studies of the endemic Hawaiian Duck and Hawaiian 

Coot, with Common Gallinules, Black-crowned Night Herons, and Black-necked Stilts also present in 

good numbers, all three represented by endemic subspecies. The first Nene, or Hawaiian Goose, were 

noted, and careful views revealed the striated feather tracts on the neck and reduced webbing between 

the toes. This species was nearly extinct, but extraordinary conservation measures returned it to a thriving 

population, especially on Kauai, where it was 

accidentally reintroduced after a storm 

destroyed an enclosure. A careful scan of 

some ponds set back a bit further revealed a 

single White-faced Ibis, a rare but increasing 

visitor to the Hawaiian Islands. Other birds 

we found in the grassy edges and fields in the 

vicinity included various exotics, including 

Zebra Dove, Northern Cardinal, Red-crested 

Cardinal, House Sparrow, and Scaly-

breasted and Chestnut Munias.  

 

After a picnic lunch at the Waioli Beach 

Park, we drove to the Kilauea Point National 

Wildlife Refuge. Along the entrance road, we 

found our only Western Meadowlark of the trip and the first Java Sparrows. Once we passed the entrance 

gate and walked towards the lighthouse, hundreds of birds greeted us, either perched on the steep cliffs 

and vegetation or soaring past at almost touching distance. The most common species were Red-footed 

Boobies that nested on the vegetated slopes with a handful of Brown Boobies passing by. We especially 

enjoyed the fabulous displays of tropicbirds, with both Red-tailed and White-tailed offering photographic 

opportunities. Great Frigatebirds occasionally harassed the other seabirds or hung motionless in the air. 

A Western Osprey passed by the point, the 

second rare find of the day. Right before 

leaving, we found two Wedge-tailed 

Shearwater chicks sitting on the edge of their 

burrows. We drove back to the hotel on the 

south end of the island for a well-deserved 

dinner. 

 

Today, we ventured to the Koke’e State Park 

high in the western mountains of Kauai, the 

last stronghold of several Kauai endemics. 

While driving up the winding entrance road 

along the edge of the dramatic Waimea 

Canyon, we made a few stops. In the scrub 

and field edges, we added several uncommon 

non-native species, most notably Red Avadavat, a calling Black Francolin, secretive Japanese Bush 

Warbler, and showy Erckel’s Francolins. Once we reached higher elevations (most native Hawaiian 

forest birds are restricted to 4,000 feet and above) we heard the first native honeycreepers. First, we 

located the still common Apapane, its deep red plumage showing well in the overcast conditions. The 

first native monarch-flycatcher revealed itself, and we had good looks at a pair of Kauai Elepaio. It took 

more effort to locate a single Anianiau, but it showed really well in the end, its bright yellow plumage 

glowing. We then ate lunch at the local lodge, and afterwards set out on a determined search for the final 

Nene by Stephan Lorenz 

Kauai Elepaio by Stephan Lorenz 
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accessible endemic, the Kauai Amakihi. We had to track up a narrow side trail, but eventually found two 

individuals that showed incredibly well. Before dinner, we checked Poipu beach and did a short seawatch 

there, adding Wandering Tattler and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, but the most memorable find was a 

single Hawaiian Monk Seal loafing on the 

beach. 

 

The third full day was scenically one of the 

most memorable, as we took a morning boat 

tour along the Na Pali coast, where we 

marvelled at verdant cliffs dropping straight 

into the wild Pacific. Eroded volcanic 

pinnacles studded the horizon and sea caves 

gave way to waterfalls pouring directly into 

the surging sea. Of course, we kept our eyes 

peeled for birds too, and had many Wedge-

tailed Shearwaters, including some very 

close to the boat for great photo 

opportunities. Other sightings included a 

flock of Black Noddies swirling past a waterfall and Brown Boobies perched on the cliff face. One of 

the more bizarre finds was a single Northern Pintail bobbing in the rough waves near the entrance of a 

sea cave. Everyone agreed that the Na Pali coast was an unforgettable landscape. 

 

The final day on Kauai was relatively relaxed – that is, after we had found the final target bird. Early 

morning, we set out to look for the Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush, a non-native but countable species 

that is almost never recorded during tours. The laughingthrushes appear to move around in nomadic 

family groups, are not reliably found anywhere on Kauai, and possibly are quite rare. We hiked up a 

muddy trail, and the habitat looked more 

promising with each step. Incredibly, a single 

tail hanging from a thicket eventually led to 

a small group of laughingthrushes. The birds 

remained quiet the entire time, but a bit of 

playback lured them into view for everyone 

– definitely a great find. During the late 

afternoon, we set out towards a seawatch 

point, adding Northern Mockingbird and 

more Red Avadavat along the way. A 

dedicated scan revealed several seabirds we 

had seen before, and the only Hawaiian 

Petrel of the tour for a fitting finish to our 

time on Kauai. 

 

The following day, we flew to the island of Oahu, home to the largest city in the Hawaiian Islands and, 

of course, the famous Waikiki Beach. We first birded the bustling Kapiolani Park, where new species, 

mainly non-native, revealed themselves quickly. Red-vented Bulbuls were abundant; while Yellow-

fronted Canaries and Common Waxbills foraged on the lawns. We successfully located a White Tern 

chick, about ready to fledge, perched on the thick limb of a banyan tree. We also noted several adult 

White Terns flying past. Another good find was a pair of Red-whiskered Bulbuls among the much more 

common Red-vented, and these proved to be the only ones of the tour. Then we decided to make the most 

Anianiau by Stephan Lorenz 

Hawaiian Monk Seal by Stephan Lorenz 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/hawaii


Trip Report – RBL Hawaii - Island Endemics & Pelagics 2018       5

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                           View more tours to Hawaii  

of the day and drive to the northern end of Oahu to search for one of the main targets of the tour, the 

migratory Bristle-thighed Curlew. Along the way, we made a stop at Mokolea Rock, where we could 

scope distant Brown Noddies and added another Wandering Tattler. We arrived at the golf course that 

the curlews favour in good time, and set out with high hopes of finding this rare shorebird. It took about 

ten minutes before we had the first curlew in the scope, and then we found four more, all offering 

excellent views and photographic opportunities. Flocks of Ruddy Turnstones and Pacific Golden Plovers 

rounded out the shorebirds. We also found 

the first Saffron Finches of the trip feeding 

on the golf course. With such quick success, 

we happily tackled the drive back to 

Honolulu, where we enjoyed yet another 

fabulous dinner. 

 

The second full day was dedicated to finding 

the last remaining endemic forest birds on 

Oahu, the Oahu Amakihi and Oahu Elepaio. 

Both species are endangered, especially the 

elepaio populations are not doing well. 

Fortunately, we had access to a private ranch 

where both species can be found, and we 

focused our first search on the elepaio by 

hiking into a ravine. It took a bit of time, but we all ended up with good views of at least two birds 

foraging in the canopy. Then we drove higher and hiked up to a lookout area. It was very windy, but a 

patient wait rewarded us with great views of a single Oahu Amakihi repeatedly visiting a flowering tree. 

We celebrated our success with a delicious field lunch. On the way down, we stopped along a grassy 

slope and quickly found a Yellow-faced Grassquit, another non-native species that is very local in the 

Hawaiian Islands and almost never recorded on tours. The bird perched and sang for several minutes, 

adding another ABA countable exotic to our list. In the afternoon, some of the group elected to hike a 

steep ridge trail to look for Mariana Swiftlet, 

a species that was purposefully introduced to 

the Hawaiian Islands for conservation 

reasons. It is restricted to Oahu, where the 

population likely numbers less than 100 

individuals and thus is another tricky non-

native, but countable, species to find. 

Luckily, every one of the hikers managed to 

see at least one of the two birds found during 

the walk. The remaining group members 

visited a very productive wetland, where we 

could enjoy additional views of many species 

we had seen previously, including a Grey 

Francolin in the middle of the road. 

 

The time had come for us to fly to the final island of the tour, Hawai’I, or the Big Island. Hawai’i is home 

to the majority of the remaining endemic bird species, and we planned to track all of them down during 

our three-day stay. After our flight, we first birded in the Hilo area, where we added numerous water 

birds to the trip list at a local park, including locally uncommon Canada Geese and Pied-billed Grebe. 

Bristle-thighed Curlew by Stephan Lorenz 

Oahu Amakihi by Stephan Lorenz 
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We also enjoyed better views of many of the introduced waxbills and finches, seeing the first mongoose 

as well – another unfortunate mammal introduction and threat to the remaining forest birds. 

 

The first full day on the Big Island was 

dedicated to lava, meaning we visited the 

world-famous Hawai'i Volcanoes National 

Park. The caldera had been quiet for several 

weeks, and we did not witness any active 

eruptions or lava flows, but the landscape 

was stunning nevertheless, and we enjoyed 

learning about the different types of lava 

(Pahoehoe and Aa) and visited several 

historic flows right down to sea level. We 

also visited a kipuka, an isolated forest 

island, adding our first native songbirds in 

the form of Hawaii Elepaio, Omao, and 

Apapane. Non-native species that were new 

to the list included Kalij Pheasant, of which 

we saw many, and the colourful Red-billed Leiothrix. We returned to Hilo after a full day in the national 

park, and had an early dinner in high anticipation for the following morning when we would visit one of 

Hawaii’s finest birding locations. 

 

We started the lengthy drive to the Hakalau 

Forest National Wildlife Refuge in the early 

morning, and planned to spend the entire day 

at this wonderful haven for native Hawaiian 

birds. During the bumpy drive along the 

entrance road, introduced game birds proved 

common, including Erckel's Francolin, Ring-

necked Pheasant, Kalij Pheasant, and Wild 

Turkey. We enjoyed a field breakfast right at 

the start of the trail, and then hiked into the 

native forest composed of towering koa and 

shorter ohia trees. We slowly worked our way 

downhill along a broad trail, where Apapane 

and the stunning Iiwi proved to be common. 

Hawaii Amakihis were equally numerous, 

but the three endangered honeycreepers took a bit more effort to find. While we had glimpses of them 

before lunch, we finally found a mixed flock after a short break that contained a pair of the scarce 

Akiapolaau that foraged right in front of us. Their foraging revealing their unique style of hammering 

with the lower mandible and levering with the elongated, curved upper mandible – there is no other bird 

like it in the world! A pair of Hawaii Akepas foraged in the canopy nearby, and we all ended up with 

excellent views of the equally scarce Hawaii Creeper that worked up and down the rough bark of a koa 

tree. Several Omaos that popped up and two high-soaring Hawaiian Hawks rounded out the possible 

endemics. After such a successful day, we happily returned to Hilo for a celebratory dinner. 

 

While the final full day was set aside to visit the Ka’ohe Game Management Area, an unexpected closure 

by the state of the refuge prompted a quick change in the itinerary. Fortunately, we were able to organise 

Hawaii Elepaio by Stephan Lorenz 

Iiwi by Stephan Lorenz 
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an impromptu pelagic trip out of Kona on the western shore of the Big Island. Our morning out at sea 

proved very productive, and we added several seabirds to the trip and participants’ life lists. We worked 

our way to about 12 miles offshore, first recording Wedge-tailed Shearwaters and Brown Noddies closer 

to land. Further out, we caught up with Sooty 

Shearwaters resting on the water and a buoy 

held two Masked Boobies, adding to the 

Brown and Red-footed Boobies we had seen 

earlier. A feeding frenzy contained several 

Sooty Terns, and farthest from shore we had 

the first fast-flying petrel race past. Luckily, 

at one point two petrels flew right past the 

boat, allowing us to get excellent views of 

Black-winged Petrels. As we started to motor 

back to the harbour, a different petrel raced 

past at a distance, but brief views and some 

photos revealed a Juan Fernandez Petrel, 

another welcome addition. At the end of the 

day, everyone felt that the trip had been a 

successful substitute. However, we were not finished yet, and before driving back to Hilo we made 

several strategic stops. First, we found a male Indian Peafowl, another countable exotic that is mainly 

confined to inaccessible areas, but this one didn’t even require us to get out of the van. The next stop 

held several African Silverbills that had been missing from our list. Our incredible luck held until the 

end, when we finally found two groups of the 

scarce Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse at a 

stake-out, allowing us to return to Hilo at a 

relatively early hour and a final celebratory 

dinner. 

 

For those that had a late flight from Hilo, we 

were able to organise a jeep to drive up to the 

Pu'u La'au area of the Ka'ohe Game 

Management Area. It took about thirty 

minutes of searching until we found a 

cooperative Palila, the last remaining finch-

billed honeycreeper on the main Hawaiian 

Islands. We also added California Quail to 

the trip list. 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Palila by Stephan Lorenz 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater by Stephan Lorenz 
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Annotated List of species recorded 
Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra. 

 

Birds (90 in total: 90 seen) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List (v8.2) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in 

the Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans Anatidae 

Nene (VU)  Branta sandvicensis 

(6) 8 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 10 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 2 en route 19.10, 2 Kauai 20.10, 

5 Wailoa State Park, Hilo 23.10, 2 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 6 Hakalau National Wildlife 

Refuge 25.10. 

We had excellent views of this endemic goose on all three islands we visited, a major conservation 

success, this species is now doing well and is often very approachable. 

Canada Goose   Branta canadensis 

(1) 3 en route 23.10. 

Resting on the park lawns Hilo Ponds on the Big Island. 

Hawaiian Duck (EN)  Anas wyvilliana 

(1) 20 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10. 

The only remaining genetically pure birds can be found at the Hanalei NWR on Kauai where we had 

great scope studies of birds resting and in flight. Unfortunately the threat of hybridization with 

Mallards is spreading. A pure population may also survive on the Big Island.  

Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos 

(4) 5 en route 24.10. 

Widespread and likely increasing. 

Northern Pintail   Anas acuta 

(1) 1 North-West of Kauai 19.10. 

One of the more bizarre sightings of the trip was a female bird bouncing around near the wave 

battered rocks during our boat tour of the beautiful Na Pali coast on Kauai.  

 

New World Quail Odontophoridae 

California Quail   Callipepla californica 

(1) Saddle road 27.10. 

For those that made it to the Palila area several coveys were seen. 

 

Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

Wild Turkey   Meleagris gallopavo 

(2) 10 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10 and 2 Saddle road 26.10. 

Groups seen on the Big Island. 

Black Francolin   Francolinus francolinus 

(2) 2 Koke'e State Park 18.10 and 1 en route 26.10. 

We tracked down a calling bird along the entrance road to Koke'e SP on Kauai and obtained good 

although distant views. 
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Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus 

(2) 10 en route 26.10. 

Common on the Big Island especially towards Kona. 

Erckel's Francolin   Pternistis erckelii 

(2) 4 Koke'e State Park 18.10 and 30 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Seen well on Kauai and abundant on the way to Hakalau on the Big Island, a large francolin native to 

Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Sudan. 

Red Junglefowl   Gallus gallus 

(5) 30 Koke'e State Park 18.10. 

Super abundant on Kauai with wild type birds mainly in Koke'e SP, in other parts of the islands they 

will jump on tables to steal food! 

Kalij Pheasant   Lophura leucomelanos 

(2) 10 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 2 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Seen well on the Big Island. 

Common Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus 

(3) 2 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 1 en route 21.10 and 2 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Fairly common in grasslands of Kauai and the Big Island. 

Indian Peafowl   Pavo cristatus 

(1) 1 en route 26.10. 

There are wild populations of Indian Peafowl on the Big Island, but mainly in remote areas, but we 

saw one at an easy stake-out and we didn't even have to get out of the van, another ABA countable 

exotic. 

 

Petrels, Shearwaters & Diving Petrels Procellariidae 

Juan Fernandez Petrel (VU)  Pterodroma externa 

(1) 1 en route 26.10. 

Fast and distant during our pelagic trip out of Kona on the Big Island, but we obtained diagnostic 

views and photos. 

Hawaiian Petrel (VU)  Pterodroma sandwichensis 

(1) 1 Kauai 20.10. 

Very distant scope views during our sea watch off Kauai. 

Black-winged Petrel   Pterodroma nigripennis 

(1) 3 en route 26.10. 

Excellent views of two birds that came very close to the boat during our pelagic off Kona. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater   Ardenna pacifica 

(5) 3 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 40 en route 18.10, 50 North-West of Kauai 19.10 and 30 en route 

26.10. 

Common during sea watches and both pelagics. 

Sooty Shearwater (NT)  Ardenna grisea 

(1) 5 en route 26.10. 

Several seen well resting on the calm waters during the Kona pelagic. 

 

Grebes Podicipedidae 

Pied-billed Grebe   Podilymbus podiceps 

(1) 1 Wailoa State Park, Hilo 23.10. 

Seen well in Hilo an uncommon species in the Hawaiian Islands. 
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Tropicbirds Phaethontidae 

Red-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon rubricauda melanorhynchos 

(1) 4 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10. 

Fantastic views at Kilauea Point with three in full display. 

White-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon lepturus dorotheae 

(6) 2 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 8 Koke'e State Park 18.10, 8 North-West of Kauai 19.10, 4 Kauai 

20.10, 2 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 2 en route 26.10. 

Widespread and seen throughout. 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

White-faced Ibis   Plegadis chihi 

(1) 1 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10. 

This local rarity was scoped at Hanalei on Kauai and seen again on Oahu. 

 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli 

(5) 15 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 1 en route 21.10, 1 en route 23.10 and 1 en route 26.10. 

Abundant at Hanalei NWR, Hawaii's only native, resident heron. 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis 

(10) 60 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 20 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 20 en route 18.10 and 20 en 

route 21.10. 

Abundant throughout, this species was intentionally introduced. 

 

Frigatebirds Fregatidae 

Great Frigatebird   Fregata minor palmerstoni 

(1) 30 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10. 

Numerous around Kilauea on Kauai with close studies. 

 

Gannets, Boobies Sulidae 

Masked Booby   Sula dactylatra 

(1) 2 en route 26.10. 

Seen well resting on a buoy during our pelagic out of Kona. 

Red-footed Booby   Sula sula rubripes 

(6) 300 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 4 en route 18.10, 30 North-West of Kauai 19.10 and 2 en route 

26.10. 

Huge numbers at the nesting colony at Kilauea with an immature resting on the rails of the viewpoint 

for very close studies, also regularly seen just offshore and during our pelagic trips. 

Brown Booby   Sula leucogaster plotus 

(5) 8 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 4 en route 18.10, 20 North-West of Kauai 19.10 and 1 en route 

26.10. 

Seen regularly just offshore and during pelagics. 

 

Osprey Pandionidae 

Western Osprey   Pandion haliaetus carolinensis 

(1) 1 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10. 

Rare in the Hawaiian Islands and seen well flying past Kilauea Point on Kauai. 
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Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 

Hawaiian Hawk (NT)  Buteo solitarius 

(2) 2 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10 and 1 en route 26.10. 

Soaring high above Hakalau Refuge also seen by some from hotel in Hilo, a Big Island endemic. 
 

Rails, Crakes & Coots Rallidae 

Common Gallinule   Gallinula galeata sandvicensis 

(3) 20 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10 and 1 Kauai 20.10. 

Common on Kauai. 

Hawaiian Coot (VU)  Fulica alai 

(5) 10 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 5 en route 21.10 and 1 en route 26.10. 

Studied closely at Hanalei on Kauai with birds showing the diagnostic large frontal shield. 
 

Stilts and Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-necked Stilt   Himantopus mexicanus knudseni 

(4) 20 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 2 Kauai 20.10 and 2 en route 21.10. 

The Hawaiian subspecies shows extensive black on neck and the face and we could study them 

closely in several wetlands. 
 

Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

Pacific Golden Plover   Pluvialis fulva 

(10) 50 en route 21.10. 

Common throughout, even seen roosting on roofs and often feeding on lawns. 
 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Bristle-thighed Curlew (VU)  Numenius tahitiensis 

(1) 4 en route 21.10. 

Great views of several at a classic spot on Oahu with one bird showing very closely. 

Ruddy Turnstone   Arenaria interpres morinella 

(2) 30 Wailoa State Park, Hilo 23.10. 

Flocks on Oahu. 

Pectoral Sandpiper   Calidris melanotos 

Observed 2 day(s) in total. 

Seen well on Oahu. 

Wandering Tattler   Tringa incana 

(3) 1 en route 18.10, 1 en route 21.10 and 3 en route 23.10. 

Kauai and Oahu. 
 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers Laridae 

Brown Noddy   Anous stolidus pileatus 

(2) 20 en route 21.10 and 5 en route 26.10. 

Uncommon, but we observed them during our Kona pelagic and scoped an islet where they nest off 

Oahu. 

Black Noddy   Anous minutus melanogenys 

(2) 60 North-West of Kauai 19.10. 

Commonly observed at sea with good views of a flock near a sea cave along the Na Pali coast Kauai. 

White Tern   Gygis alba candida 

(3) 5 Kapiolani Regional Park 21.10, 2 en route 22.10 and 1 en route 26.10. 

Good flight views of adults and a chick perched on a banyan limb on Oahu. 
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Sooty Tern   Onychoprion fuscatus 

(1) 4 en route 26.10. 

Good views during the Kona pelagic. 

 

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae 

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse   Pterocles exustus hindustan 

(1) 11 en route 26.10. 

Seen well on the Big Island. 

 

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Rock Dove   Columba livia var. domestica 

(9) 5 en route 17.10. 

Abundant. 

Spotted Dove   Spilopelia chinensis chinensis 

(10) 10 en route 18.10. 

Common throughout. 

Zebra Dove   Geopelia striata 

(10) 50 Koke'e State Park 18.10. 

Very common and a signature sound of the early mornings on the islands. 

Mourning Dove   Zenaida macroura 

(1) 2 en route 26.10. 

Seen briefly while driving towards Kona on the Big Island. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

Mariana Swiftlet (EN)  Aerodramus bartschi 

(1) 1 en route 22.10. 

Those that took the ridge trail on Oahu were rewarded with distant views of this very rare species, 

which was introduced for conservation measures. 

 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 

Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri 

(3) 20 en route 17.10, 8 Koke'e State Park 18.10 and 4 Kapiolani Regional Park 21.10. 

Seen well congregating in the mall parking lot by our dinner place on Kauai. 

 

Monarchs Monarchidae 

Kauai Elepaio (VU)  Chasiempis sclateri 

(1) 4 Koke'e State Park 18.10. 

Excellent views of this distinct monarch flycatcher on Kauai. 

Oahu Elepaio (EN)  Chasiempis ibidis 

(1) 2 en route 22.10. 

Seen well in a steep ravine on private property on Oahu, the most difficult of the three endemic 

elepaio species. 

Hawaii Elepaio (VU)  Chasiempis sandwichensis 

(2) 2 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 4 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Seen well in two locations of the Big Island. 
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Larks Alaudidae 

Eurasian Skylark   Alauda arvensis 

(2) 10 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10 and 10 en route 26.10. 

Common on the way to Hakalau on the Big Island. 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

Red-whiskered Bulbul   Pycnonotus jocosus 

(1) 2 Kapiolani Regional Park 21.10. 

Seen well in Honolulu where it is much less common than the following species. 

Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer 

(2) 50 Kapiolani Regional Park 21.10. 

Abundant in Honolulu. 

 

Cettia Bush Warblers and allies Cettiidae 

Japanese Bush Warbler   Horornis diphone 

(1) 1 en route 18.10. 

Seen well on Kauai, a skulky songster. 

 

Laughingthrushes Leiothrichidae 

Chinese Hwamei   Garrulax canorus canorus 

(3) 1 heard Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 2 Koke'e State Park 18.10 and 1 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 

24.10. 

Good views of a calling bird in Koke'e SP, a skulky species that is often heard. 

Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush   Garrulax pectoralis 

(1) 5 Kauai 19.10. 

A very difficult non-native species that is rarely seen on tours, but we tracked down a small family 

party on Kauai and everyone enjoyed excellent views. 

Red-billed Leiothrix   Leiothrix lutea 

(3) 5 heard en route 22.10, 10 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 2 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 

25.10. 

Good views on the Big Island. 

 

White-eyes Zosteropidae 

Japanese White-eye   Zosterops japonicus 

(9) 20 Koke'e State Park 18.10. 

One of the most abundant non-native species in the Hawaiian Islands. 

 

Mockingbirds, Thrashers Mimidae 

Northern Mockingbird   Mimus polyglottos polyglottos 

(2) 3 Kauai 20.10 and 1 en route 22.10. 

Seen well on Kauai. 

 

Starlings Sturnidae 

Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis 

Observed 10 day(s) in total. 

Abundant throughout. 
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Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

Omao (VU)  Myadestes obscurus 

(2) 1 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 24.10 and 4 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Seen well at Hakalau on the Big Island. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus 

(6) 2 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 1 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 2 Koke'e State Park 18.10, 1 en 

route 19.10, 5 Kauai 20.10, 1 en route 22.10 and 1 heard Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10. 

Common, even right around our hotel on Kauai. The species seems much more confiding in its non-

native home in Hawaii than in Asia. 

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus domesticus 

Observed 5 day(s) in total. 

Common. 

 

Waxbills, Munias and allies Estrildidae 

Common Waxbill   Estrilda astrild 

(4) 20 Kapiolani Regional Park 21.10 and 1 en route 26.10. 

Seen well in Honolulu. 

Red Avadavat   Amandava amandava 

(2) 4 Koke'e State Park 18.10 and 4 Kauai 20.10. 

The "Strawberry Finch" is an uncommon non-native, but we had excellent views near Koke'e SP 

where birds were even collecting nesting material. 

African Silverbill   Euodice cantans 

(1) 3 en route 26.10. 

Seen well on the Big Island, another uncommon and localized non-native species. 

Scaly-breasted Munia   Lonchura punctulata cabanisi 

Observed 6 day(s) in total. 

Common. 

Chestnut Munia   Lonchura atricapilla 

Observed 3 day(s) in total. 

Several seen well. 

Java Sparrow   Lonchura oryzivora 

(6) 2 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10 and 5 Kapiolani Regional Park 21.10. 

A striking non-native that offered many good views. 

 

Finches Fringillidae 

Palila (CR)  Loxioides bailleui 

(1) 1 Saddle road 27.10. 

Great views of an individual in the mamane forest on the slopes of Mauna Kea. Unfortunately, the 

area was closed the previous day and only folks with late flights on the last day could make it. 

Iiwi   Drepanis coccinea 

(1) 30 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

One of the most iconic Hawaiian native forest birds and we saw many at Hakalau on the Big Island, 

one of the species strongholds. 
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Apapane  Himatione sanguinea 

(4) 15 Koke'e State Park 18.10, 1 en route 22.10, 10 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 15 Hakalau 

National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

This Hawaiian honeycreeper is still common in many areas and was recorded on all three islands we 

visited. 

Akiapolaau   Hemignathus wilsoni 

(1) 2 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

One of the world's most unusual birds. This honeycreeper evolved to fill the woodpecker niche, 

using its lower mandible to hammer and elongated upper mandible to manoeuvre prey from crevices. 

We enjoyed prolonged views of a pair foraging in Hakalau. 

Anianiau   Magumma parva 

(1) 1 Koke'e State Park 18.10. 

Excellent views of a single bird in Koke'e SP on Kauai. 

Hawaii Creeper   Loxops mana 

(1) 3 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

After some searching, we saw several in Hakalau, another endangered honeycreeper. 

Hawaii Akepa (EN)  Loxops coccineus 

(1) 4 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Also endangered, but we were able to watch several as they foraged high in the native koa trees of 

the Hakalau refuge. 

Hawaii Amakihi   Chlorodrepanis virens virens 

(1) 15 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

This honeycreeper remains pleasantly abundant on the Big Island, especially in the protected forest 

of Hakalau. 

Oahu Amakihi   Chlorodrepanis flava 

(1) 1 en route 22.10. 

This Oahu endemic remains uncommon, but we managed multiple excellent views of an individual. 

Kauai Amakihi   Chlorodrepanis stejnegeri 

(1) 3 Koke'e State Park 18.10. 

It took some searching, but we followed a narrow trail to a promising area and found more than one 

for great views. 

House Finch   Haemorhous mexicanus frontalis 

(9) 1 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 1 Koke'e State Park 18.10, 1 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 30 

Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Common. 

Yellow-fronted Canary   Crithagra mozambica caniceps 

(5) 1 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10 and 1 Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge 25.10. 

Common on the Big Island. 

 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds Icteridae 

Western Meadowlark   Sturnella neglecta 

(1) 1 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10. 

After hearing its call, sounding a bit off on Kauai, we eventually saw this odd introduction. 

 

Cardinals, Grosbeaks and allies Cardinalidae 

Northern Cardinal   Cardinalis cardinalis 

(6) Up to 1 en route 17-19.10 and 2 Hawai'i Volcanoes NP 24.10. 

Common. 
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Tanagers and allies Thraupidae 

Red-crested Cardinal   Paroaria coronata 

(6) 2 Hanalei Wildlife Refuge 17.10, 4 Kilauea Point NWR 17.10, 2 Koke'e State Park 18.10 and 2 

en route 19.10. 

Abundant on Kauai and Oahu. 

Yellow-billed Cardinal   Paroaria capitata 

(1) 4 en route 23.10. 

Only found on the Big Island where we saw several. 

Saffron Finch   Sicalis flaveola 

(5) 4 en route 21.10. 

Good views on the Big Island. 

Yellow-faced Grassquit   Tiaris olivaceus 

(1) 1 en route 22.10. 

Big Island, another non-native species that is rarely seen. 

 

Mammals (4 in total: 4 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in 

the Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Mongooses Herpestidae 

Small Indian Mongoose   Herpestes auropunctatus 

Observed 1 day(s) in total. 

Big Island. 

 

Seals Phocidae 

Hawaiian Monk Seal   Monachus schauinslandi 

(1) 1 en route 18.10. 

Kauai. 

 

Pigs Suidae 

Wild Boar   Sus scrofa 

Observed 1 day(s) in total. 

Big Island. 

 

Oceanic Dolphins Delphinidae 

Spinner Dolphin   Stenella longirostris longirostris 

(1) 36 North-West of Kauai 19.10. 

Na Pali coast Kauai. 
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